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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a capacitive mat, the method 
comprising: 

energizing first and second nodes of the capacitive mat with opposite polarity; 

loading first media onto the capacitive mat; 

positioning the first media in a print zone; 

forming an image on the first media; 

reversing the polarity of the first and second node s: and 

removing the first media from the print zone before the reversing the polarity 
of the first and second nodes. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) The method of controlling a capacitive mat according to claim 1, 
further comprising returning the first media to the print zone after the reversing the 
polarity of the first and second nodes. 

4. (Original) The method of controlling a capacitive mat according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

removing the first media from the capacitive mat; 

loading second media onto the capacitive mat after the reversing of the 
polarity of the first and second nodes. 
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5. (Original) The method of controlling a capacitive mat according to claim 4, 
wherein the loading of the second media onto the capacitive mat occurs within five 
(5) seconds of the reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a capacitive mat, the method 
^ comprising: 

energizing first and second nodes of the capacitive mat with opposite polarity: 

loading first media onto the capacitive mat: 

positioning the first media in a print zone: 

forming an image on the first media: 

reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes: 

The method of controlling a capacrtivo mat accord i ng to claim 1, furth e r 
compris i ng maintaining the polarities of the first and second nodes while the first 
media is disposed within the print zone. 

7. (Currently Amended) A media handling apparatus, comprising: 

a platen having first and second conductors arranged such that individual first 
conductors are separated by at least one individual second conducto r, the fir s t and 
se cond conducto r s h av i ng o non oond uetwe-tayef-dispos od over tho firct ond second 
. conducteF s; 

a polarity control device configured to energize the first and second 
conductors with opposite polarity and to reverse the polarity of the first and second 
conductors according to a detected location of a sheet of print medium an input 

g infill 

wlgTTBTt 

8. (Currently Amended) The media handing apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising a controller configured to provide the input signal to the polarity 
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control device upon detection that the_ sheet of print medium has substantially exited 
a print zone. 

9. (Original) The media handling apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the 
platen comprises a drum for supporting a print medium in an arced shape. 

10. (Currently Amended) The media handling apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising a controller configured to provide the input signal to the polarity 
control device after detection that a the sheet of print media has been substantially 
removed from the platen. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image forming device, comprising: 
a print engine; 

a platen disposed adjacent the print engine for support i ng media in a print 
zon e during imago f o rm at ted, the platen having first and second electrodes cover e d 
by a di e l e ctr i c mat e r i al ; 

circuitry configured to charge the first and second electrodes with opposite 
polarity and to reverse the polarity of the first and second electrodes based on 
media location . 

12. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a 
controller for controlling the print engine and the circuitry such that the circuitry 
reverses the polarity of the first and second electrodes after the media is removed 
from the platen. 

1 3. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a 
controller for controlling the print engine and the circuitry such that the circuitry 
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reverses the polarity of the first and second electrodes after the media is removed 
from the print zone. 

14. (Original) The Image forming apparatus of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
an output tray; 

a controller for controlling the print engine and the circuitry such that the 
circuitry reverses the polarity of the first and second electrodes after the media is 
deposited in the output tray. 

1 5. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a 
controller for controlling the print engine and the circuitry such that the circuitry 
reverses the polarity of the first and second electrodes after the print engine has at 
least partially formed an image on the media. 

1 6. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a 
controller for controlling the print engine and the circuitry such that the circuitry 
reverses the polarity of the first and second electrodes no more than five (5) 
seconds before loading media on the platen. 

17. (Original) The image forming device of claim 11, wherein the print engine is 
an inkjet print engine. 

18. (Original) The image forming device of claim 1 1 , wherein the platen further 
comprises a rotating drum. 

19. (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 

a print engine for forming an image on media positioned in a print zone; 
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means for energizing first and second nodes of a fee capacitive mat with 
opposite polarity and reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes no more 
than five (5) seconds before loading media on the capacitive mat after remova l of 
t fr e - media from th e print zon e, 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a capacitive mat, the method 
comprising; 

energizing first and second nodes of the capacitive mat with opposite polarity; 

forming an image on media positioned in a print zone; 

reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes no more than five (5) 
seconds before loading media on the capacitive mat . 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a capacitive mat, the method 
comprising: 

energizing first and second nodes of the capacitive mat with opposite polarity: 

forming an image on media positioned in a print zone: 

reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes The m e thod of cla i m 20, 
furth e r compr is ing returning the media to the print zone after the reversing the 
polarity of the first and second nodes. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising: 
removing the media from the capacitive mat; 

loading another piece of media onto the capacitive mat after the reversing of 
the polarity of the first and second nodes, 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23, wherein the loading of the 
another piece of media onto the capacitive mat occurs within five (5) seconds of the 
reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Original) A method for controlling a capacitive mat T the method comprising: 
energizing first and second nodes of the capacitive mat with opposite polarity; 
loading first media onto the capacitive mat; 

positioning the first media in a print zone; 

forming a first image on the first media; 

advancing the first media from the print zone; 

reversing the polarity of the first and second nodes; 

removing the first media from the capacitive mat before the reversing the 
polarity of the first and second nodes; 

loading second media onto the capacitive mat after the reversing of the 
polarity of the first and second nodes within five (5) seconds of the reversing the 
polarity of the first and second nodes. 
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